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Greetings from Governor B K Knappenberger  

Greetings, 
Since the last issue, we have attended the Kiwanis International Key 
Club Convention in Phoenix.  This was a great tribute to our 
Southwest District and our abilities to shine.  Manny Gonzales and 
Catt Lovins coordinated a great team effort of Key Club Advisors and 
other Kiwanians.  It may have been 118 degrees outside; however, 
Key Club members enjoyed every minute at the posh Desert Ridge 
Marriott.  There was even a visit by a singing cowboy atop his trusty 
horse in the carpeted ballroom!   

Speaking of posh, Alan Tonelson and Ed Verburg co-chaired a great Southwest District 
Convention at the Tucson Hilton El Conquistador Golf and Tennis Resort.  The room rates 
were great and were available before and after the convention.  Our goal was to allow 
Kiwanians to attend a site convenient for many to attend and have tours not conflicting with 
the convention to allow a family vacation.  We keep improving the training and attendance 
at Southwest District Conventions.  The feedback was great and our efforts should even 
improve in Albuquerque in August, 2012.  (This will follow the 2012 Midyear Training 
Conference in Las Cruces in March.)   

We also had an International Convention in Geneva, Switzerland during July.  Considering 
the distance, attendance was good from the Southwest District.  Many attendees used the 
opportunity to visit other areas of Europe.   

Our next Kiwanis International Convention will be in New Orleans, starting June 28, 2012.  
This will be well attended and you want to obtain your reservation when Kiwanis 
International announces the opening day.  This will be followed in 2013, with the Kiwanis 
International Convention in Vancouver.    

The 2010-2011 Kiwanis year is approaching the end on September 30th.  It has been a 
great year of continuing all of the goals started in the previous year and adding a few new 
concepts.  The visits and service projects in all 18 divisions were very rewarding and 
showed the strength of the Southwest District.  We even brought several great ideas back 
to our club.  We want 2011-2012 to improve even further.   

New concepts included working in conjunction with Lions and Rotary in a project called 
ñUnited in Serviceò.  This concept was started by Pat de Haan and has allowed us to better 
serve the community.  We also worked with Kiwanis International to begin our part in the 
EliMiNaTe Program.   

The Southwest District can be proud of the impact Kiwanis is having on their communities.  
This includes having division-wide service projects that non-Kiwanians are assisting in and 
experiencing the value of Kiwanis.  Remember, ñService for Growthò, which leads to 
membership.  It is up to you to concentrate on locating another person to join Kiwanis and 
improve our ability to serve our communities.  It continues to be a fantastic year!  
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DISTRICT REMINDERS FROM THE DESERT ROSE  
Rose Ann Dodson, Executive Director 

 

THANK YOU! 

I have really enjoyed being your district executive director this year.  The concern, positive 
thoughts and well wishes you have sent during my health issues have meant so much.  
Hopefully, the response to your questions, needs, and concerns has been delivered in a 
fairly prompt manner.  Governor-Designate Bobby Davis has asked me to continue in this 
position and the board has approved this appointment.  Thus, if I can be of service to you 
and your club, please contact me at: 

PO Box 1603     Bus:  480-969-5978 
Mesa, AZ  85211-1603   Fax:  480-969-9168 
swdkiwanis@qwest.net   www.kiwanis-southwest.org 

Kiwanis International will freeze each club database roster at midnight (Indianapolis time), 
September 30th in order to determine the certified membership for each club.  This number 
will be the benchmark to determine membership gains and losses, as well as the basis for 
the distinguished criteria and Kiwanis International Foundation Annual Club Gift Campaign 
donations.  This final number is also the beginning number for the 2011-2012 year and is 
the number on which your dues payment will be based.  Kiwanis Clubs should report all 
new members and deletions as soon as possible. 

Divisions 1, 3, and 14 are not represented on the district board for the 2011-12 year.  If you 
are interested in filling this position, please contact me soon. 

As of August 15th, 90 of the 119 clubs had filed their club election report that was due June 
1st.  This officer contact information from the other 29 clubs is needed in order to prepare 
the 2011-12 district and international directories.  Club secretaries should sign in at Kiwanis 
One and enter the officer information in the election report form.  If you have trouble finding 
the form, please let me know. 

Mark March 9 ï 10, 2012 on your calendar for the Southwest District Midyear Conference 
in Las Cruces, New Mexico.  Registration information will be out in December. 

Plan to attend the International Convention in New Orleans, LA on June 28 ï July 1, 2012.  
Registration information will be out in October from Kiwanis International.   

And donôt forget the Southwest District Convention in Albuquerque, New Mexico August 2 ï 
5, 2012.  We will be returning to the Embassy Suites.  The room rate provides everyone 
with a suite, a hot cooked breakfast, and daily happy hours! 

 

mailto:swdkiwanis@qwest.net
http://www.kiwanis-southwest.org/
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New Kiwanis International leaders step forward  

The new president of Kiwanis International first saw the need for 
community service as a six-year-old in Honduras helping his mother 
provide maternal-neonatal tetanus immunizations. He belongs to 
clubs in Ohio and Montana; heôs a Kentucky Colonel, and he 
collects PEZ. 

Meet Alan Penn, elected 2011-12 president by the House of 
Delegates at the 96th annual convention in Geneva, Switzerland. 
ñIôm committed to our mission of serving the children of the world,ò 
says Penn. ñAs well, I am devoted to our new global campaign for children, The Eliminate 
Project, and to growing Kiwanis worldwide.ò 

The other newly-elected top international leader is a grant expert, a 
serious Sinatra fan and credits Kiwanis, of which heôs been a member 
for 45 years, for finding him his spouse. Welcome new Kiwanis 
International president-elect, Thomas ñTomò E. DeJulio of the Fordham, 
Bronx, New York, Club.   

Other leaders elected in Geneva include: 

Vice president:  Gunter Gasser, Spittal an der Drau, Austria 
Trustees, United States and Pacific Canada 
Jane M. Erickson, Bellevue-Offutt, Nebraska; Stephen T. Hill, Norwalk, Connecticut 
Warren F. Mitchell, Greeley, Colorado 
Trustee, At Large:  Clinton Green, Napier, New Zealand 

.ÉÃËÅÌÏÄÅÏÎȭÓ 7ÏÒÌÄ×ÉÄÅ $ÁÙ ÏÆ 0ÌÁÙ 
Help Fight Childhood Obesity 

Get ready, get set, get out and play! Help combat childhood 
obesity with Nickelodeonôs 8th annual Worldwide Day of Play 
on Sept. 24, 2011. Your Kiwanis club can sponsor a 
Worldwide Day of Play event by hosting an afternoon of fun, 
physical activities for local youth. How about a hula-hoop-a-
thon? Or,  

what about a volleyball tournament? Check out pro-
social.nick.com [http://pro-social.nick.com/] for more ideas.  Invite K-Kids 

clubs, Builders Clubs, Key Clubs and Circle K clubs to participate and volunteer. And donôt 
forget to register at nick.com/thebighelp for a chance to see your groupôs name on TV 

  

 

http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
http://pro-social.nick.com/
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THE INTRODUCITON TO THE ELIMINATE PROJECT 
Ron Smith, District Project Eliminate Coordinator 

A PREVENTABLE TRAGEDY 
ñIn Sierra Leone, 19 year-old Memunata gives birth to a healthy baby girl.  But this joyous 
event has taken place on the floor of her home.  And Memunataôs childbirth has been 
assisted by a traditional but unskilled birth attendant.  In fact, Memunata herself hasnôt 
been fully immunized against tetanus. 

The umbilical cord is cut with an unclean blade.  Deadly tetanus spores, found in soil 
everywhere, infect the cord.  Within days, tetanus has spread throughout the babyôs body, 
causing muscle rigidity leading to locked jaw, arched spine, convulsions and difficult 
breathing.  The slight sound, light or touch triggers painful spasms - robbing Memunata of 
the chance to provide even the comfort of a motherôs embrace. 

After a few days, the baby dies.  Memunata is helpless.  All she can do is watch.  Every 
year thousands of mothers share this pain.  Thousands of babies will never laugh or play or 
dream about the future ï or experience the bond between mother and child.  We have a 
chance to protect those lives . . . and protect that crucial connection.ò 

THERE IS A SOLUTION 
Maternal and neonatal tetanus is a terrible tragedy.  But itôs easily preventable.  Our global 
campaign for children, The Eliminate Project:  Kiwanis eliminating maternal and neonatal 
tetanus, aims to eliminate MNT (Maternal Neonatal Tetanus) from the face of the Earth. 

This requires vaccines, syringes, safe transport and storage, education of communities, 
training of health workers and more.  Just three doses of immunization ï costing roughly 
US$1.80 ï can protect a mother and her future babies.  Now we need to reach them, often 
in places that are remote, impoverished and invisible to the world. 

EVERY MEMBER, EVERY CLUB 
Kiwanis and UNICEF have the power to protect the connection 
between mother and child.  But we need the commitment of the 
worldwide Kiwanis Family, which includes our K-Kids, Builders 
Clubs, Aktion Clubs, Key Clubs and CKI Clubs. 

Itôs time ï get involved.  Spread the word.  For you and your club, 
this is an opportunity to save and protect millions of precious 
lives.  One baby dies every 9 minutes from Tetanus.  160 babies 
die every day from Tetanus.  $1.80 (U.S) protects 1 mother and 
her future children.  The Eliminate Project will save and protect 
millions of mothers and their babies. 

Kiwanians - This is our chance to change the world! 
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Kiwanians Elect Leaders For 201 1-2012 Kiwanis Year  

During the House of Delegates August 6th at the Tucson District 
Convention, 166 delegates representing 64 of the 119 clubs in 
the district elected the Southwest District Leadership for the 
2011-2012 Kiwanis Year.   

Bobby Davis from the Zane Grey Payson Kiwanis Club will serve 
as 2011-12 Governor.  He is employed as the Director of 
Advertising for Round-Up Publishing and The Payson Roundup 

Newspaper.  Bobby believes that children are the main reason most 
Kiwanians are members so he does all he can to serve the children.   

Bobby enjoys spending time with his wife Nina, who is also a 
Kiwanian and singing Karaoke.   

Jim Courtright from the Phoenix Kiwanis Club will serve as 2011-
2012 Governor-elect.  Jim has recently retired as Area Director for 
Kiwanis International.  Jim believes no governor is stronger than 
the support behind them so most of his year as governor-elect will 
be spent building a strong team.  Jim enjoys traveling with his wife 
Barbara in their motor home and taking cruises.   

Clubs Receive Awards At District Convention  

Each year at the district convention several clubs receive awards.  
Pictured is Dawn Leeper presenting the Scrapbook Awards. 

2010-11 Club Bulletin Contests 

· White Division with 30 or less members: Mesa Dobson 

Ranch:Keith Towery Editor, Michele Ray-Brethower President 

· Blue Division with 31 ï 45 members: Golden K Lake Havasu City:  

Lee Nord Editor, David Townsend President 

· Orange Division with 46 ï 70 members:  Sun City West:  Mike Baker 

President 

· Silver Division with 71 ï 100 members:  Tempe:  Lawn Griffiths Editor, Kerry Fetherston 

President 

· 2010-2011 Club Brochure:  Mesa Dobson Ranch, Michele Ray-Brethower President 

· 2011 District Convention Travel Award:  Albuquerque:  Cookie Emerson President 

· 2010-2011 Scrapbook Competition 

 1st place  Capital Gateway ï Jeanne Kainec President 
 2nd place  De Amigos, Tucson ï Richard Burnett President 
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District Convention A Great Success 

The 93rd Annual Southwest District Convention was held August 5 ï 6, 2011 at the El 
Conquistador Golf and Tennis Resort in Tucson, Arizona.  Convention Co-Chairs Ed 
Verburg and Alan Tonelson, with the support of their De Amigos, Tucson Kiwanis Club, put 
together an excellent program that was enjoyed by all attendees. 

There were several new items to the convention agenda.  Several people signed up and 
enjoyed the wine tasting tour on Thursday.   Friday evening after the opening banquet and 
first general session, many attendees enjoyed a Casino Night.  Participants played with 
play money and prizes were available for those lucky winners.  Entertainment was provided 
in the form of a pianist during the reception on Friday evening, quiet music during the 
reception and dinner Saturday night, and a dance after the adjournment on Saturday 
evening.   

Friday afternoon was filled with education classes.  Education Chair Windy Mortensen 
organized the education program and provided 15 class periods of interesting information.  
There was also a special Young Children:  Priority One presentation on Saturday morning 
during a general session. 

Friday evening the convention officially 
began as Governor B K Knappenberger 
called the First General Session and 
Dinner to order.  The Kiwanis Color 
Guard posted the colors.   

Guests were introduced, and the Oro 
Valley mayor and the Tucson Vice-
mayor welcomed to their communities.   

 

International Trustee Mitch Mitchell from the Greely, 
Colorado Kiwanis Club in the Rocky Mountain District who 
was appointed our district board counselor for the 2011-
2012 year, spoke to the attendees about the EliMiNaTe 
program.  (See article in this issue.) 

Kiwanis International Foundation District Chair Nola 
Charles provided an update on the Annual Club Gift 
Campaign donations and presented plaques to the 2010-
2012 lieutenant governors whose divisions have donated at least $5 per member as of July 
31st. 
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Bobby Davis, candidate for 2011-2012 Governor, 
and Jim Courtright, candidate for 2011-2012 
Governor-elect, addressed the audience outlining 
their qualifications to hold  

the office and their plans for the district if elected.  
Both candidates answered an impromptu question 
drawn from a hat.   

The Saturday Kiwanis Family Luncheon was very well attended.  The district was honored 
to have CKI Governor Adrian Perez from the University of New Mexico CKI, Key Club 
Governor Vanessa Richards from Fountain Hills High School, President Luna Ruiz from the 
Dodge Middle School Builders Club, Secretary Katie Daily from the Walter Douglas 
Elementary School K-Kids, and Robert Bejger from the Beacon Group, Tucson Aktion Club 
speak at this meeting.  These young people brought messages from their respective 
organizations and truly made all Kiwanians proud to sponsor these Service Leadership 
Programs.  These youth did an excellent job and received standing ovations.   

Invitations to upcoming Kiwanis events in 2012  were given.  Lieutenant Governor 
Designate Bernadine Dallago invited everyone to attend the Midyear Conference to be held 
March 9 ï 10, 2012 in Las Cruces, NM.  On to International Convention Chair Bruce 
Iacobelli asked people to plan to attend June 28 ï July 1, 2012 in New Orleans, LA.  
Kristelle Siarza of the Albuquerque Kiwanis Club invited all attendees to come to 
Albuquerque, NM August 4 ï 5, 2012 for the 94th Annual District Convention. 

At the House of Delegates Saturday afternoon, delegates elected Bobby Davis to serve as 
governor during the 2011-2012 year and Jim Courtright as Governor-elect for the 2011-
2012 year.  Delegates also endorsed Ron Smith as a candidate for International Trustee. 

The convention ended Saturday night as Governor B K Knappenberger gave his farewell 
address.  Governor-Designate Bobby Davis greeted the district for the first time and shared 
his plans for the coming year which include an emphasis on EliMiNaTe.  Banners were 
exchanged and presentations made.  Following the banquet, music was provided and 
attendees enjoyed dancing 
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Club Activities  

Chandler Kiwanis Holds Golf Benefit  
Dave Bigos, Tournament Chair 

The 18th annual Chandler Kiwanis Club Golf Benefit will be held Saturday, October 1, at 
Oakwood Country Club in Sun Lakes.  

Entry fee is $85 per golfer ($100 after September 15) and sponsorships are also available. 
Proceeds from the event will help fund programs at ICAN and the Chandler CARE Center. 
The event is co-produced by the Chandler and the Chandler Young Professionals Kiwanis 
Clubs. 

The event begins with registration at 7 a.m. and a shotgun start at 8 a.m., 
followed by an awards luncheon sponsored by Talus Development at 
Oakwood. Entry fees also include a goodie bag, range balls and a raffle. 

Participants can register online at www.chandler.kiwanisone.org.  For more 
information on sponsorships or the event call Dave Bigos, Tournament 
Chair, at 480-917-3585 or email to davidbigos@hotmail.com. 

Clubs Unite on WHALE Project 
Marge Carrithers, Sierra Vista Past President 

Kiwanians from the Sierra Vista San Pedro and the Sierra Vista 
Kiwanis Clubs spent the day at the mall for the back to school 
fair!!  It was packed with hundreds of people and lots 
of Kiwanians working on the WHALE project (We Have A Little 
Emergency).   

 

Kiwanians talked to parents of 
babies and toddlers to encourage them to have their car seats 
checked and to put emergency information on the child's car 
seat.  It was fun day.  The San Pedro Kiwanis Club also gave 
out books to children and they were very busy promoting 
literacy. 

  

http://www.chandler.kiwanisone.org/
mailto:davidbigos@hotmail.com
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Teeing It Up For the Children of  the World  
Gene Ganssle, Tempe Nuevo President Elect 

Division 10ôs Kiwanis Tempe Nuevo in the Phoenix area holds only two 
fundraisers each year, but they always have a great time. This year, 
they promise to put the FUN into Fundraising this month by holding their 
Annual Golf Tournament benefitting their charities on Saturday, 
September 17th at the Ahwatukee Foothills Golf Course. ñItôs always a 
great time on the course,ò says Gene Ganssle, Nuevoôs President Elect. 
ñWe make new friends, we razz each other, we may get a little 
competitive, but we always have a blast. We have couples, singles, 
serious golfers and duffers alike out there making a difference while 
having fun.ò 

The $85 entry fee includes an 18 hole 
scramble, range practice, cart, lunch and 
two drinks. In addition to awards and prizes 
for participants, Nuevo will hold raffles, host 
a silent auction, and even mulligans for sale by the McClintock 
High School Key Club.  Hole sponsorships vary in price and 
include tee signs and program ads. Find out more by calling 
602-791-3521 or by checking out our website, KiwanisNuevo.org 
and clicking on Golf Tourney. 

 

 

Kiwanis Sponsors Soap Box Derby 
Laura Martin, Division 4 Lieutenant Governor  

The Clovis Kiwanis Club and the Clovis El Desayuno 
Kiwanis Club co-sponsored a car running in the 74th All-
American Soap Box Derby, Akron, OH, the week of July 
18th - 14th.  The driver was Chloe Cowman, 
granddaughter of Jim Cowman, Clovis President elect.  
S was accompanied to Akron by her mom, Lisa 
Cowman, and her sister, Lauren Cowman.  Chloe has 
driven this car for the past 3 years and was very excited 
to be able to go to the nationals.   

 

  

http://kiwanisnuevo.org/
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Kiwanis Child Spree Clothes 80 Children  
Lieutenant Governor Dave Heil 

On July 30 at 7:30 AM at Kohlôs Coronado and Kohlôs at 
Ellison and Rt. 528 approximately 80 Kids from very needy 
families lined up to get back to school clothes. Members of 
the Kiwanis Clubs of Albuquerque, Corrales and Rio 
Rancho escorted these kids through the clothing 
departments of the Kohlôs stores to help them select clothes 
that meet their schools clothing standards.  

Reading from the 
applications, these kids are 
from families where there is 
only a single parent struggling to make ends meet or one of 
the parents is recently deceased or the parents have lost 
their job. In many cases it's not just one kid but 2, 3 or 4 kids 
in a family that need help. 

This Kohlôs-Kiwanis project is Called Child Spree.  Child 
Spree was begun by Kiwanian John Miller many years ago. 
Kiwanis originally did Child Spree with Mervyns, but when 
Mervyns left town Kohlôs stepped up to the opportunity and 

offered Kiwanis a series of grant/fund raising opportunities to 
raise funds for Child Spree. In addition to these funds, each 
club has contributed funds to provide back to school clothes for 
these kids.  

As they left the Kohlôs store this past Saturday, there were 
smiles on a lot of kidsô faces and tears in their momsô eyes. 

Kiwanis Momentéone personôs experience with the Child 
Spree project 

I helped a young lady, Rose-Angel, with her shopping.  Aged 9 
and headed for fifth grade (skipped a year), she knew exactly what she wanted - no 
rhinestones, nothing too "daring."  She used the store scanner to make sure we could 
"afford it."  We wound-up with $15 left when we checked out, and went back for that pair of 
little denim ballet flats.  And we had one penny in change, which I suggested she hang on 
to as her very lucky penny.  This event and that one special Rose-Angel definitely made my 
Kiwanis year. Brigitte Hatch ï Corrales 

  














